
Even in the face of the pandemic, it was a busy year of growth for the Center for Statistics and Analytical Research 
(CSAR). The first big change was my arrival to fill the substantial shoes of Gene Ray, who had been heading CSAR 
for several years. It was immediately obvious that all of the core stakeholders felt CSAR should keep striving to be 
the focal point for applied interdisciplinary analytical research at Kennesaw State University. Now housed within 
the new School of Data Science and Analytics (SDSA), CSAR will continue to engage affiliated faculty from across 
the university’s 11 colleges to execute cutting-edge research to address current challenges and opportunities 
related to big data and data science.

From an external research funding perspective, we had several major clients renew their commitment to KSU  
for another year. These clients included Equifax, Travelers, BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee, and the Georgia 
Department of Juvenile Justice. In addition, we had several new partners establish relationships with us. These 
new clients include Cognira, Georgia Pacific, and Home Depot. Finally, there are a number of additional companies 
actively considering investing in CSAR. The total external funding received by CSAR during the year was just  
under $500,000.

In addition to traditional research lab activity, multiple initiatives were undertaken to both expand CSAR’s offerings 
and to get more external visibility into what CSAR has to offer to our potential partners and the community as  
a whole.

 A complete website redesign and update was undertaken as part of the SDSA rollout. The CSAR website  
can be found here.

 A new offering called a Project Lab was released. Project Labs aim to help masters-level students gain  
real-world, hands-on experience, while helping the client solve day-to-day problems through an ongoing 
pipeline of student talent to vet for employment.

 A mentoring program was rolled out with an initial batch of students and professionals who were paired in  
late Spring of 2021.

 A webcast / podcast series interviewing executives from across the business world was rolled out in order to 
gain further visibility for CSAR and SDSA. Season 1 landed at the end of spring semester.

 While we announced the intent to begin sponsoring live networking events for the local analytics and data 
science community, the rollout is delayed due to the pandemic.

 Project contracts, student and faculty lab agreements, and proposal documents were further standardized 
with easy-to-use templates to increase both consistency and efficiency. 

For the upcoming year, much focus will be placed on continuing to expand our corporate partnerships, as well 
as the breadth of student and faculty involvement. As we enter the 2021-2022 school year, virtually every eligible 
Ph.D. student is already assigned a lab, including most of the students in the new incoming class (which is 
also the largest class ever). There will be specific emphasis on getting the first master’s-oriented Project Labs 
started and adjusting the parameters of the offering based on what is learned through those initial projects. 
Project Labs represent the biggest opportunity for expanding our external funding since most Ph.D. students are 
already accounted for. Finally, a new set of mentors will be established, and several new seasons of Data Science 
Perspectives will be produced and released. 
 
We look forward to another productive and exciting year at CSAR! 
 
Sincerely,

Bill Franks 
Director, Center for Statistics and Analytical Research (CSAR)
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Projects 2020-2021 in Numbers
For the fiscal year period of July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021

Research 
Grants  

& Projects

Direct 
Expenses

Indirect 
Expenses

 Operational 
Costs

Research 
Grants $493,425 $228,932 $121,404 $143,089

Funded 
Instruction $6,000 $2,025 $0 $3,975

Total $499,425 $230,957 $121,404 $147,064

Lab Breakdown

Recurring 
Labs $241,425

New Labs $252,000

* Average grant amount is $54,825.00

Operational Costs

46%
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30%
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Direct Expenses

Research Sponsors


